30            BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SINDH
The ambitious Shah seems to have been tempted. He
sent an agent to Ludhiana to discuss this matter with
Captain Wade. Shuja, it seems, was suspicious of Ranjit
Singh's intentions and therefore wished to make Captain
Wade a party or at least a witness to the treaty. Why
Ranjit Singh wished to make the British Government a party
to it is very clear. This would settle once for all the question
of Shikarpur. By recognising the treaty the British Govern-
ment would be recognising his claims to Shikarpur. But
Captain Wade foiled this diplomatic move of the Maharaja
by refusing even to discuss it.23
The Sindhian Amirs were of course alarmed to learn that
Ranjit Singh positively entertained the intention of attacking
Shikarpur. They held a meeting and decided to request the
British Government through Colonel Pottinger, the Resident at
Kachh, to interpose.24
Captain Wade was of the opinion that it would be beneficial
if the Maharaja was informed of the dissatisfaction with
which His Lordship in Council regarded the aggressive
policy which the Sikhs continued to follow towards their
neighbours. It would awaken the Maharaja to the line of
policy which the British Government was determined to
adopt for the spread of commerce, the establishment of "a state
of peace and those friendly relations with foreign powers by
which reciprocal benefits could best be secured.25
Thus the policy of the Government of India determined
that the power of the Sikhs was not to be allowed to extend
along the line of the Indus both for commercial as well as
for political purposes. Neither the Sikhs nor Shah Shuja was
(Hi) Captain Wade to become a party to such a treaty which was to
be signed in his presence.
See Wade to Government (giving Lahore intelligence), September 5,
1836, 142/61, P. G. R.
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